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The Bowery Mission has seen a 40 percent rise in homelessness in the past month alone. 
  
NEW YORK, January 25, 2024 - In the past month alone, The Bowery Mission has seen a 40% increase of 
people seeking shelter and food at its front door sites. This is also the highest increase since the height 
of the COVID pandemic. 
 
“The need we’re seeing at the moment is the greatest we have experienced in a very long time. We’re 
unfortunately having to turn people away because we’re constantly at 100 percent capacity,” said James 
Winans, President and CEO of The Bowery Mission. 
 
This recent increase is in line with the latest report by the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, showing a 42% increase in homelessness in New York City in 2023. 
 
According to the report, New York City had the largest number of any city, of people experiencing 
homelessness in the country, accounting for 13 percent of the national total. 
 
“We’ve have had to stretch our resources, under inflationary pressure, to be able to sufficiently meet 
the needs of the moment,” said Mr. Winans. “And with the bitter New York City winter, the need is even 
more dire.” 
 
The Bowery Mission has never closed its doors for more than 150 years, serving those in need across the 
city. “Our neighbors can depend on us to be right here when they need us,” said Mr. Winans. 
 
About The Bowery Mission 
Since the 1870s, The Bowery Mission has promoted the flourishing of New Yorkers overcoming 
homelessness and marginalization. Last year, The Bowery Mission provided more than 320,000 hot 
meals, 66,000 nights of shelter, 32,000 articles of clothing, and 45,000 emergency showers. Every meal 
and service is an invitation to a community of care that helps clients make progress toward a 
transformed life of faith, sobriety, sustainable income and independent living. To empower children to 
thrive and succeed, The Bowery Mission also offers year-round opportunities for enrichment through 
Mont Lawn City Camp, culminating in summer camp for hundreds of children in the Poconos Region of 
Pennsylvania. To learn more, visit www.bowery.org.  

mailto:media@bowery.org
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=X-2F0r96yPhX1-2BHZezB8cPMzrxN1exnzu85AqcmYlBQYod2wkfpXTaB-2FHO1silQrEp5ZQxs47DQZMdSZvwIHYWbT6S9rbWf3SrvFpfaNQeLwyeLSvWcsOBiuLIkRjgWs-2BBDNuC_SlgVoIfc5Nw5PVeM6Vv3zmWrvjPVOnn5eYNTGdtW-2F2RFGusO1wDv3l2FBPovw3C0vQavTE5BDtZ-2BGMCv0Pew0-2FMrKcrOlmDpoazzfb8qLm7jA-2BRBl1A2Wr0fDbyR0Ete8aRSCjgXM7KO0pOKnSSYGWiwE3LkQgOgu4uRzq590yxIG5BCa1WIXNf4okkNGNin98fyN2wfRGoS0B9lpji5RAar7beRrKP-2BlatQhDq1acSyyjGrecXve-2BhOclwbKypIuAv2ResakC-2BR241Yg7b22nM-2FKgB-2F9m5aPFFTtUhZ8XYPAErT9mlYj3fmQop3U44ntzIo23Ti45gcnwJhsKWVsJmhxXAzGquLU7AzmiwaBZWNt0WRxwhXdpxsAXKwchxe
http://www.bowery.org/

